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DUNCRAIG HOUSE, SALE 

71. Dr J.M. WOOLLARD to the Premier: 
(1) Is it correct that the Premier was critical of the previous Government for not listening to the 

community? 

(2) If so, despite the fact that more than 22 000 people have signed petitions to save Duncraig House, why 
has the Government decided today not to listen? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
(1)-(2) Duncraig House is heritage listed.  The media statement today by the Minister for Housing and Works 

reads -  

The Government has secured protection of the property’s heritage value.  The Heritage 
Council of WA has approved the conservation plan for the property and a buyer would be 
required to sign a heritage agreement.   

There is no question about the heritage values of Duncraig House not being protected.   

Dr J.M. Woollard:  You don’t listen to the community; it is a community asset.   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The Government does listen to the community.  I will go through the issue.  

The member for Alfred Cove is very fortunate because she is an Independent member and represents only one 
seat.  I am the Premier of Western Australia, and my Cabinet and I represent all of Western Australia.  The clear 
view of the public of Western Australia, and I am sure members who are listening to this debate today will 
endorse this, is that for too long - indeed, for the decade of the coalition Government - not enough money was 
spent on our health system.  There is no question about that in the community.  My Government is remedying 
that.   

Mr M.F. Board interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I call the member for Murdoch to order for the first time.  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  My Government’s second budget was universally acknowledged as recognising for the first 
time in many years what needed to be spent on health care. 

Mrs C.L. Edwardes:  Tell me who said that.  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The Australian Medical Association, which is not a bad start, and the Australian Nursing 
Federation is on the list.   

The proceeds of this sale will go into attracting and retaining nurses, increasing the capacity of emergency 
departments to minimise ambulance bypass, and additions for the King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women, 
and the Princess Margaret Hospital for Children to meet the needs of young children.   

The community - the public of Western Australia - will congratulate the Government on protecting the heritage 
values of Duncraig House, and for using the proceeds of the sale to improve expenditure on the health system in 
Western Australia.   
 


